
Dear Concerned Loma Parents, 

We will add your questions to our running list that we are tracking for the chat with 
Superintendent Fraser on Jan 9.  Your repeated assertion that the district condoned and 
encouraged students to participate in the walkout betrays a fundamental misunderstanding of the 
issue at hand.  We agree with you and the various media outlets that Superintendent Kidwell 
encouraged the walkout.  The problem is, the school cannot and should not condone or 
encourage kids to participate in an act of civil disobedience, which, by definition, is breaking the 
law.  Kidwell even described the walkout originally as breaking the rules, civil disobedience, and 
a class cut.  The school also cannot – and should not – encourage students to engage with a 
particular political cause.  Our bet is that when pressed, the district will never concede that they 
encouraged the walkout.  Let’s add that to our question bank: 

Did Superintendent Kidwell condone and encourage students participating in the 
walkout? 

When is it appropriate for district leadership to encourage kids to engage in civil 
disobedience and break school rules and the law? 

When is it appropriate for district leadership to encourage student engagement with a 
specific political cause? 
 
We will anxiously await Lisa and the board’s answers to your questions as well.  Our 
perspective, based on an ongoing review of hundreds of pages of documents, is that Mr. Kissner 
actually did not defy his employer’s original and written guidance for the walkout, and did not 
“go rogue.”  Read Mr. Kissner’s explanation of the failing grades in his own words here. 

With regards to the sum of money spent on the walkout investigation and legal fees, those were 
discovered through a Public Records Act request that Mr. Kissner originally made and has since 
been made available to us in the interest of promoting government transparency.  We will be 
releasing that chain of communication in the near future as we continue to sort through and 
assess the records we have available to us. 

Sincerely, 

Loma Prieta Taxpayers Association 

 
     

 Re: How about these additional walkout questions? 
From: <concernedlomaresidents@gmail.com> 
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https://1ad61e7a-cd48-43e2-a704-cb2c315b6aa3.filesusr.com/ugd/f12dad_385e2ccb96e346ff98ceb63f7e4c59c9.pdf
https://www.lpta95033.org/


To: <95033@lomaresidents.com> 

To Loma Prieta Taxpayers Association, 

We read your email and your questions for Superintendent Fraser regarding the walkout.  While 
your questions seem reasonable, we also feel that they are rather one-sided.  There was more 
than one party involved in this stupidity.  We have some questions as well. 

It was made clear that Superintendent Kidwell was encouraging students to walkout.  Media 
outlets across the country reported the same.  “The Loma Prieta Joint Union Elementary School 
District in Santa Clara, south of San Jose, had encouraged students to take part in the walkout.” 
(Sacramento Bee / Washington Times) . Mr. Kissner willfully defied the direction of the 
superintendent. 

Given that Mr. Kissner publicly defied his employer, and has expressed no remorse, 
HOW is he still employed and working with our children? 

Was Mr. Kissner disciplined in any way?  And for what actions, specifically? 

What measures has the district taken to ensure that Mr. Kissner – or no other employee 
– goes rogue again, trampling on the rights of students and bringing drama to our 
community? 

Why did the district spend this much money on investigating this incident when the main 
facts are plainly clear: the district condoned and encouraged the walkout, and Mr. 
Kissner decided he knew better and gave his students a failing grade.  Did we really 
need expensive investigators to figure this out? 

Was there any remedy for the students whose grades were affected? 

And for the Taxpayer’s Association: how do you know how much money was spent on 
the legal fees and investigation?  And for Lisa: is their figure accurate? 
 

Concerned Loma Parents 

 
 

https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/article205826534.html
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/mar/19/calif-teacher-defends-lowering-students-grade-part/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/mar/19/calif-teacher-defends-lowering-students-grade-part/

